30               FROM PEKIN TO  OALATS BY  LAND.

little   after   our   long   and   somewhat   eventful
ride.

The baggage arrived an hour after, and after a
bath and change we felt well-disposed to do justice to
the excellent dinner provided for us by M. Tallicn*
the repast being graced by the presence of his
pretty wife and her sister. Sitting out after
dinner in the little moonlit courtyard redolent of
heliotrope and mignonette, ono might have fancied
oneself hundreds of miles from the. dusty, ill-smell-
ing city, and its barbaric population. The smells
did not, thank goodness, penetrate here; n,nd for
the first time since leaving Tientsin, wo thoroughly
enjoyed an after-dinner cigar, not a little relieved
that the starting-point, at' any rate, of our long
land journey had been safely reached.